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Important Dates
The SATs take place over four days, starting on Monday 13th May ending on 
Thursday 16th May.

The SATs papers consist of:
Grammar, punctuation and spelling (paper 1: GPS) – Monday 13th May
Grammar, punctuation and spelling (paper 2: Spelling) – Monday 13th May

Reading – Tuesday 14th May

Maths (paper 1: Arithmetic) – Wednesday 15th May 
Maths (paper 2: Reasoning) – Wednesday 15th May 
Maths (paper 3: Reasoning) – Thursday 16th May

● Writing is assessed using evidence collected throughout Year 6. There is no 
Year 6 SATs writing test. 



From 2016, SATs scores have been reported as scaled scores.

What is meant by ‘scaled scores’?

• It is planned that 100 will always represent the ‘national standard’.

• Each pupil’s raw test score will therefore be converted into a score on the scale, either at, 
above or below 100.

• The scale will have a lower end point somewhere below 100 and an upper end point above 
100.

• A child who achieves the ‘national standard’ (a score of 100) will be judged to have 
demonstrated sufficient knowledge in the areas assessed by the tests.

• Each pupil receives:
o a raw score (number of raw marks awarded);
o a scaled score in each tested subject;
o confirmation of whether or not they attained the national standard.



On publication of the test results in July:

• a child awarded a scaled score of 100 is judged to have met 
the ‘national standard’ in the area judged by the test;

• a child awarded a scaled score of more than 110 is judged to 
have exceeded the national standard and demonstrated a 
higher than expected knowledge of the curriculum for their 
age;

• a child awarded a scaled score of less than 100 is judged to 
have not yet met the national standard and performed below 
the expectation for their age.



Higher-Attaining Pupils

• In the past, Key Stage 2 tests were aimed at children achieving levels 3-5 
(with a national expectation to reach at least level 4).

• This meant that additional level 6 tests were produced for children who 
demonstrated higher than expected attainment (above level 5).

• Under the new system, there are not any separate tests for the most-able 
children.

• Instead, each test will have scope for higher-attaining pupils to show their 
strengths.

• This means that some questions towards the end of the tests may be more 
difficult for many children but they should be encouraged to attempt as 
much of the test as they are able to.



Specific Arrangements for SATs

Children with additional needs (who have similar 
support as part of day-to-day learning in school) may 
be allotted specific arrangements, including:

Additional (extra) time;
Tests being opened early to be modified;
An adult to scribe (write) for them;
Using word processors independently; 
An adult to read for them (including a translator);
The use of rest breaks;
Arrangements for children who are ill or injured at the 
time of the tests. 



Reading

• The reading test consists of a single test paper with three unrelated 
reading texts. Children are given 60 minutes in total, which includes 
reading the texts and answering the questions.

• A total of 50 marks are available.

• Questions are designed to assess the comprehension and understanding of 
a child’s reading. 

• During the reading paper, a child’s inference and deduction skills are 
thoroughly tested. They will also be expected to answer questions on 
authorial choices: explaining why an author has chosen to use particular 
vocabulary, grammar and text features. 

• Some questions are multiple choice or selected response; others require 
short answers and some require an extended response or explanation.



Reading

Since the current testing formation for the SATs began in 2016, there has 
been a tendency for three types of questions to be the most popular. 

In the 2023 Reading SATs paper,

18% of marks could be gained from answering questions involving giving and 
explaining the meaning of words in context;

32% of marks could be gained from answering questions involving retrieving 
and recording information or identifying key details from a text;

46% of marks could be gained from answering questions involving making 
inferences from a text and justifying inferences with text evidence. 

When reading with your child at home try focusing on these types of 
questions.. 



Reading

2022 SATs
Expected Standard (scaled score of 100) 
29 marks out of 50

Greater Depth Standard (scaled score of 110 or more) 
41 marks out of 50

2023 SATs
Expected Standard (scaled score of 100) 
24 marks out of 50

Greater Depth Standard (scaled score of 110 or more) 
38 marks out of 50



Reading



Sample Questions



Sample Questions



Sample Questions



Grammar, Punctuation & Spelling

•A spelling test is administered containing 20 words, 
which lasts approximately 15 minutes.

•A separate test is given on grammar, punctuation 
and vocabulary. 

•This test lasts for 45 minutes and requires short 
answer questions including some multiple choice.

•Marks for these two tests are added together to give 
a total for grammar, punctuation and spelling. 



Grammar, Punctuation & Spelling

2022 SATs
Expected Standard (scaled score of 100) 
36 marks out of 70

Greater Depth Standard (scaled score of 110 or more) 
55 marks out of 70

2023 SATs
Expected Standard (scaled score of 100) 
36 marks out of 70

Greater Depth Standard (scaled score of 110 or more) 
55 marks out of 70



SpellingSpelling

Spelling
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Mathematics

• Children will sit three tests: paper 1, paper 2 and paper 3.

• Paper 1 is for arithmetic lasting for 30 minutes, covering calculation 
methods for all operations, including use of fractions, percentages and 
decimals (there are around 36 questions on this paper – less than a 
minute per question).

• Questions gradually increase in difficulty. Not all children will be expected 
to access some of the more difficult questions later in the paper.

• Papers 2 and 3 cover problem solving and reasoning, each lasting for 40 
minutes (there are around 25 questions on each of these papers).

• Pupils will still require calculation skills but will need to answer questions 
in context and decide what is required to find a solution.



Mathematicss

2022 SATs
Expected Standard (scaled score of 100) 
58 marks out of 110

Greater Depth Standard (scaled score of 110 or more) 
96 marks out of 110

2023 SATs
Expected Standard (scaled score of 100) 
56 marks out of 110

Greater Depth Standard (scaled score of 110 or more) 
94 marks out of 110
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