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Phonics simply means 
sounds.

• To read, children need to understand 
that sounds are represented by letters

• We have 44 phonemes in the English 
language but only 26 letters

• We use Letters and Sounds which is a 
programme separated into phases.



• Schools follow a programme called 
Letters and Sounds – 6 phases – Year 1  
covers Phase 5.

• Programme supports children with word 
recognition skills



• We have already taught Phase 3  - sounds that are 
represented by more than 1 letter.

• Important that children constantly revise the sounds



Children entering Phase 5 will already be able to read and spell words 
containing vowel digraphs and words with adjacent consonants, like trap, 
string and flask.

They will also be able to read and spell some polysyllabic words.

In Phase 5, children will learn more graphemes and phonemes (letters and 
sounds)

For example: They already know ‘ai’ as in ‘rain’ but now they will be introduced 
to ‘ay’ as in ‘day’ and ‘a-e’ as in ‘make’. Alternative pronunciations for 
graphemes will also be introduced, e.g. ‘ea’ in ‘head’, ‘tea’ and ‘break’.

They will also learn these tricky words:
Oh

Their
People

Mr 
Mrs

Looked
Called
Asked
could





5a: sounds and tricky words.

5b: alternative pronunciation for 
the same letters e.g. ‘ow’ in ‘cow’ 

and ‘ow’ in ‘snow’

5c: alternative spellings for the 
same sound, eg ‘c’ in ‘circle’ and 

‘s’ in ‘sun’. 



• Revisit:
• Recap on all of the sounds so far (Splash Phonics)

• Teach:
• Introduce a new phoneme and grapheme 

(sound and letter)

• Practice
• Practice recognising the phoneme within a 

word – Phonics Play

• Apply
• Read the new phoneme within a sentence or 

write the new grapheme in context.

A Typical Lesson…



• Revisit:
• Recap on all of the sounds so far (Splash Phonics)

• Teach:
• “We are learning the grapheme ‘ay’ – write 

it in the air, on the floor etc.

• Practice
• Play ‘Buried treasure’ and identify the real 

and nonsense words.

• Apply
• Read the sentence: “Can a crayon spray 

paint?” or “Can a stray cat play?” Discuss.

What does this look like?



Phonics Screen
• The Phonics Screening Check is meant to show how 

well your child can use the phonics skills they’ve 
learned up to the end of Year 1, and to identify 
students who need extra phonics help. 

• The checks consist of 40 words and non-words
that your child will be asked to read one-on-one 
with a teacher. Non-words are a collection of 
letters that will follow phonics rules your child 
has been taught, but don’t mean anything – your 
child will need to read these with the correct 
sounds to show that they understand the phonics 
rules behind them.



Useful websites:

www.phonicsplay.co.uk
http://puzzlemaker.discoveryeducation.com/code/

BuildWordSearch.asp

http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
http://puzzlemaker.discoveryeducation.com/code/BuildWordSearch.asp



